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SB-17-CRM-1762
For: Violation of Sec. 3(e)
R.A. No. 3019 as amended.

ENRICO R. ECHIVERRI, ET AL.,
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Document.

EDNA V. CENTENO AND
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Lagos, b Chairperson,
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Mendoza -Arcega, JJ.
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)(----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------)(
RESOLUTION

MENDOZA-ARCEGA, J.:

This Court resolves Enrico R. Echiverri, Edna V. Centeno, and Jesusa
C. Garcia's (accuscd-movants) Appearance and Urgent Motion' tiled 0;

t/
• Sitting as Special Member pursuant to Administrative Order No. 345-2017, dated October 5,2017.
1 Records, pages 165-171.
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PEOPLE VS. ENRICO ECHIVERRI, ET AL.

October 6, 2017, and the prosecution's Comment/Opposition' filed on
October 5,2017.

The accused-movants now seek the following reliefs:

(a) That they may be allowed to be released on their own recognizance or
to reduce the amount of the recommended bail and consequently post
such amount by surety bond;

(b) That pending the resolution of their motion, that the issuance of the
warrant of arrest be held in abeyance, or if one has already been issued,
that the same be recalled.

The Court notes that there are thirty-eight cases filed and raffled in the
different Divisions of the Sandiganbayan in addition to the twenty-two other
pending cases against the accused-movants. The accused-movants allege that
in order to obtain temporary liberty accused Centeno and Garcia must post
bail in the amount of Nine Hundred Forty Thousand Pesos (P940,000) and
accused Echiverri, in the sum of five Hundred Seventy Thousand Pesos
(P570,000) for these thirty-eight cases. These amounts are in addition to those
that were already expended for their bail bond in their other pending cases.

For provisional liberty of the accused, the bail bond is fixed at Thirty
Thousand Pesos (P30,000) for Violation of Section 3(e) of R.A. 3019, while
the bail bond for Falsification under Article 171 paragraph (4) of the Revised
Penal Code is set at Twelve Thousand Pesos (P12,000). Thus, under SBI7-
CRM-1762, where accused-movants are charged with Violation of Section
6(e) ofR.A. 3019, each of them is required to post bail amounting to P30,000
for their provisional liberty. On the other hand, accused Centeno and Garcia
being charged with Falsification in SB 17-CRM-1763 are required to post
bond in the amount of P 12,000 each.

The accused-movants now aver that posting of the required cash bonds
in the earlier cases had already caused severe burden on their financial
resources given the fact that all of them are currently unemployed. Accused
Centeno and Garcia were dismissed from government service due to
administrative cases filed against them and accused Echiverri is a retired
government official, without any benefits.

In these cases, the failure of the accused-movants to post bail in one of
the other cases, will expose them at risk of being detained just because they
would be unable to post bail for lack of available funds.

In the prosecution's Comment/Opposition, it counters that the amount
stated in the Information/s is to assure the public that the proceedings of the
case shall not be delayed by their unreasonable absence and more importantly,
that they will not escape incarceration once adjudged by the Court. ( f"

2 Records, pages 173-176.
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After considering the guidelines in fixing a reasonable amount of bail
under Section 9, Rule 114 of the Rules of Court, the prevailing circumstances
pending the numerous cases filed against the accused-movants, and the
Constitutional proscription on excessive bail, this Court resolves to grant
accused-movants' request for the reduction of bail.

WHEREFORE, premises considered, posting of bail for the
provisional liberty of accused Echiverri, Centeno, and Garcia, is hereby
reduced in hal f, provided they be paid in cash, as follows:

(a) The amount of Fifteen Thousand Pesos (P15,OOO)for each of the
accused-movants in Criminal Case SBI7-CRM-1762 for the
charge of Violation of Section 3(e) under R.A. No. 3019; and

(b)The amount of Six Thousand Pesos (P6,OOO) for accused
CENTENO and GARCIA, respectively, in Criminal Case SBI7-
CRM-1763 for Falsification under Article 171 of the Revised Penal
Code.

Moreover, the appearance of counsel for the accused IS hereby
NOTED.

SO ORDERED.

A-ARCEGA

WE CONCUR:

a::R.:AGOS
Chairperson

LORIFEL.~
Associ Justic
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